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Wow! What a lot of great work happened
this field season by the FSWCD staff and
partners. There were 137 soil sample
recommendations, six new farmers
trained, 10 agricultural and soil workshops,
31 Youth for Habitat participants,  two
riparian areas restored, at least five land
owner visits, 23 varieties of  cover crops
tested, nine community gardens assisted
or established, 20 hydroponic grow towers
built and distributed, 120 waterbodies
surveyed for invasive elodea and 16
treated, 72 culverts in the Fairbanks area
checked for fish passage, 142 acres
surveyed for the invasive reed canary
grass, invasive chokecherry surveys along
the Elliot Highway, Chena Hot Springs
Road, Creamer's Field, Piledriver and
Chena Sloughs, 116 invasive chokecherries
treated on 4.5 acres, invasive weed surveys
in Venetie and Beaver and two weed
smackdown events. 

Hundreds of fair goers sampled a taste of
Golden Heart Grown at the Tanana and
Palmer state fairs, farmland, soil, and
invasive weed information was

shared at the Nenana Totchaket
state agricultural event, natural
resources lessons were taught in
afterschool classes, and 5,000 trees
were planted thanks to the annual
FSWCD tree and shrub sale. All of
this and more was accomplished
by your FSWCD staff this field
season in partnership with local
landowners, users, partners and
local, state, and federal agencies
and officials. 
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Throughout this newsletter are reports of some of these key projects that encompass the goals of the district to “meet the needs
of the local landowners/lessees and all citizens of the district by offering education, technical assistance, and promoting wise
development and use of soil, water, and other natural resources. “

FSWCD is one of over 3,000 non-regulatory conservation districts nationwide created after the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s as a locally
led effort to prevent soil erosion of private lands. Today they share a mission: to coordinate assistance from all available sources –
public, private, local, state, and federal to develop locally-driven solutions to natural resource concerns. FSWCD local concerns and
priorities are determined by five volunteer supervisors elected by local landowners (cooperators) and include: soil, water,
agricultural development, forestry, natural resource education, invasive species, mining, and land development. FSWCD also acts
as a liaison between government agencies and private land users.
 
FSWCD is a mandated, unfunded part of the state government but also a part of the Alaska Association of Conservation Districts,
a non-profit organization. FSWCD must raise its own funds and seek grants and private donations to maintain the staff and
services it provides to private landowners. Although named Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District, the district borders
encompass the Fairbanks North Star Borough, and portions of the Tanana, Nenana, and Yukon Watersheds, totaling over twenty-
nine million acres. As one of the largest districts, it is a challenge to meet the demands of the area. This year, the challenge was
met and accomplished in many ways. A big thanks to board members, staff, landowners, partners and all who participated in the
2022 field season. I hope you enjoy reading about it in this newsletter. 

Education and Outreach Program

FSWCD Celebrates Its Inaugural AFFECT Farmer Training Program Graduates 

The AFFECT Community Farm project, supported by Community Foods grant no. 2020-33800-33139
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, awarded certificates of completion to five
very deserving local “farmers-in-training” on September 23, 2022. After a six month AFFECT Farmer
Training course that commenced this past April, students received graduation gifts at a farm-to-table
dinner, featuring bounty from this year’s local harvest, and attended by several local farmers who
helped bring the curriculum to life in their fields throughout the six months of training, as well as the
education department and others from FSWCD. 

The six month course, taught in class once per week at the Fairbanks Community Food Bank
Clubhouse, with local farmers in their fields and growing sites, as well as several research modules
conducted at the UAF Georgeson Botanical Garden, provided participants with skills in planning,
seeding, growing, cultivating, and harvesting crops both in traditional soil and hydroponically (in the
absence of soil in an indoor setting). Students were shown the benefits of both growing methods, as
well as ways of extending the growing season beyond the first local frost. 

Photo: Elizabeth Mosenthin 
Masi completes the AFFECT 
Farmer Training Program in 
August.

Not only did students walk away with useful skills going forward, but also with greater food security and a strengthened and 
expanded food growing network among themselves and within the greater Fairbanks community. All students were 
incredibly grateful to the farmers who participated in the program; one participant obtained seasonal employment; two 
students took their farms to the next level with the creation of savvy marketing materials - just to name a few of the positive 
outcomes from the course. 

The continued work of this portion of the grant will now shift to planning next year’s course curriculum and related 
community outreach efforts. If you would like to receive information about AFFECT’s 2023 Farmer Training Program when it 
becomes available, please send email to affectfarm@gmail.com or contact Mel Sikes at 907-479-1213 x5.

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON AFFECT -  FARMER TRAINING PROGRAM

mailto:AFFECT-farm@gmail.com


October marks the end of the Education and Outreach Department’s Foundations for the Interior Community Gardens
Network project. This is a two-year Urban Agriculture Conservation Initiative project awarded by the National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD). This project is focused on creating and strengthening bonds among community gardens in
Fairbanks by providing technical assistance to community garden leaders, facilitating plant donations, recruiting
volunteers, and creating a guide to assist people starting new community gardens.

Education and Outreach Program

Urban Agriculture Conservation Initiative Project
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Scott Faulkner Joins The FSWCD Team 

Scott Faulkner joined the FSWCD team in early August, 2022 as a
Natural Resources Educator. He brings over 30 years of diversified
agricultural and natural resources experience. He will be working on
many current and new district projects.

Scott was raised in central Indiana. He was inspired to pursue
agriculture as a result of spending summers at a relative’s popcorn
farm in Northern Indiana. The farm was one of the original suppliers
for Orville Redenbacher. “From an early age, I wanted to be a farmer,”
Faulkner stated.

Before studying agricultural systems management at Purdue
University, Scott travelled to Austria and Switzerland to work on dairy
farms as part of a year-long agricultural exchange with Future
Farmers of America (FFA). He followed these experiences with
working for a complete farm service cooperative. “We did everything
from feed formulation to complete crop care services at the tri-county
business.” 

Before coming to Alaska in 1999, Scott was a product support sales representative at a Caterpillar dealership in Indiana. Scott
said, “I was able to see the introduction of Cat into the agricultural industry while at the dealership.” His primary areas were sales
of service for industrial and commercial power generation, switchgear, chillers, and specialized Cat powered equipment.
“Working at Caterpillar during some of their most aggressive years, was a great experience.”

Moving to Alaska brought new experiences. Scott has focused on raising three children, directing summer camps, teaching
agriculture and natural resources for Chugach School District’s FOCUS program, and operating the Silent Springs FFA. These
experiences resulted in association with FSWCD.

“We worked together on a riparian project that involved nearly 100 FFA members from around the nation. We helped FSWCD’s
Mel Sikes build hydroponic towers for our community,” he noted amongst other associations over the past five years. Through
this relationship Faulkner was asked to join the district’s Board of Supervisors.  Faulkner resigned from his recent position of
vice-chair of the Board of Supervisors in August to join the FSWCD team as an educator.

Scott’s current responsibilities include supervision of the natural resource focused programs, Youth for Habitat and After School
Programs. He is coordinating the Nenana-Totchaket Agricultural Project Youth Program that began in October, 2022. He assists
with our USDA AFFECT farmer training program. He is currently assembling an NFT (Nutrient Film Technique) low input
hydroponic system at Effie Kokrine School in Fairbanks.

Please welcome Scott to the team. Stop by and meet him or catch him at one of the many events he will be participating in to
help our community.
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VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON URBAN AGRICULTURE!



The 13th season of Fairbanks Soil and
Water Conservation Districts Youth
for Habitat program had 24
participants in the Beginners Corps
and seven in the advanced.
Together, they learned from
resource professionals, put “boots on
the ground” for streambank
restoration work, contributed to fish
habitat research, and improved
natural resource community spaces
with green infrastructure and
agricultural plantings. 

Education and Outreach Program

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OUR INTERIOR ALASKA COMMUNITY GARDEN GUIDE -  COMING SOON!
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This summer alone FSWCD has assisted with growing, harvesting,
and donating over 500 pounds of fresh produce to the Fairbanks
Community Food Bank at participating community garden
locations. FSWCD and volunteers planted vegetable starts, seeds,
and seed potatoes donated by community members and groups
including the UAF Vegetable Variety Trials, the Hospice Plant Sale,
Basically Basil, and others. This summer’s bounty included zucchini,
tomatoes, potatoes, kale, Brussel's sprouts, broccoli, and more all
grown to be distributed to people experiencing food insecurity. 

In addition to hands-on garden help, FSWCD hosted multiple
activities through this project including several soil health
workshops, a food prep class, and harvesting events just to name a
few. 

Through this project FSWCD is
developing the Interior Alaska
Community Garden Guide, a free guide
sharing information about community
gardening in the Interior focusing on
conservation considerations. Topics
include soil health, water conservation,
wildlife habitat, and general tips for
starting a successful community garden.
Copies of this guide will be available free
to anyone interested at FSWCD
outreach events and in the office.

Community Garden Spotlight
Garden at Corinthian Baptist Church

Garden at the Hope House through 
the Hope Church

Garden at the Food Bank

This is the second and final year of this project. Many community gardens that participated last year continued working with 
FSWCD this summer and some new gardens became involved in the project as well. The garden at the Corinthian Baptist Church 
has been involved throughout the entire project. This garden lies in a sunny spot on the corner of Lathrop St. and 23rd Ave. 
holding nineteen raised beds and a raspberry patch. New gardens that joined this project this summer include the garden at the 
Hope House run through the Hope Church, the garden at No Limits, and a couple gardens at Alaska Public Housing locations.

Garden at the Noel Wien Library

For more information on getting involved with a community garden or request a garden guide, email vista.fswcd@gmail.com

Corner of Lathrop St. and 23rd Ave.

South side of the Food Bank building

The story garden behind the library

Corner of Barnette St. and 23rd Ave.

19 raised beds and a raspberry patch

4 raised beds 

6  triangular in-ground plots

8 raised beds and counting!
Photo: The carrot harvest at the 
Noel Wein Garden.
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Urban Agriculture Conservation Initiative Project continued

Youth For Habitat Photo Left: Youth For
Habitat members
open a minnow trap
into a bucket of creek
water to keep
trapped fish in water -  
a method they
devised to reduce
stress.

Photo Right: Youth
For Habitat members
transfer trapped fish
into a Photarium to
observe, measure and
photograph the fish
species.  The size and
pattern of parr marks
on the side of the
juvenile fish aid in its
identification.



Fish trapping along Cripple Creek was the keystone to the Beginners Corps experience. They set minnow traps at 12-15 sites to
collect and identify over 1,000 fish and related data (length, stage of growth, water temperature, and depth of trap). The data
is sent to ADF&G, USFWS, and Interior Alaska Land Trust to help determine if creek restoration has improved salmon habitat. 

Working with local professionals, the crews also studied radio telemetry, entomology, pollinators, neotropical bird
identification, and green infrastructure. Community improvement included invasive weed pulls, revegetation, and community
garden planting. 

The Advanced Corps assisted with a large scale invasive chokecherry pull and tackled a streambank restoration project by
designing, budgeting, proposing and implementing the work. The 2022 project continued the work of restoring 70 feet along
the Chena River on Doyon, Limited property near the William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge.

Youth For Habitat continued

Education and Outreach Program

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  TO WATCH FOR YOUTH FOR HABITAT JOB OPPORTUNIT IES  IN  SUMMER 2023 !
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Hydroponic Growing: Do it Yourself
Interested in growing your own vegetables throughout the winter? Consider growing 
hydroponically? The hydroponic method of growing involves growing plants without soil. 
This can be done indoors with the use of grow lights. FSWCD offers a free download of 
detailed instructions on how to build your own hydroponic grow tower for your home. It can 
be done with materials found at the local hardware store or online and purchased for under 
$200. Missing the tools you need? FSWCD offers free rental of our hydroponic tool kit 
complete with every tool you'll need to build your own tower!

Visit the Hydroponics page on our website for the full instructions, materials list, and tool kit rental request

What can you grow?

Photo: A hydroponic growing 
system installed at Effie Kokrine 
Charter School.  

Students at Fairbanks’ Effie Kokrine Charter School will soon benefit from a large hydroponic
system being installed in their school’s multifunction laboratory.  The 252-grow site, 3-level system
will grow several varieties of lettuce intended to be served in the school cafeteria and special
school events.  The system will be fully operational in November with the first crop expected to be
harvested before the school’s Christmas break.

The lettuce is started in rockwool cubes on a growing rack then transplanted into a nutrient film
system where nutrient solution is distributed along a gutter that holds the plant roots.  Regulated
LED lighting is installed above each growing level to focus on the vegetative cycle of lettuce
growth.

The hydroponic system was acquired recently through grant funds from UAF Cooperative
Extension Service and the USDA AFFECT Grant administered by FSWCD.  FSWCD Educators Scott
Faulkner and Mel Sikes are overseeing the installation and operation at Effie Kokrine School.

School principal, Josh Snow, has welcomed the system.  He sees it benefitting students in several
ways. Students have been allowed access and participation through every step of preparation and
construction. Students will become the caretakers and beneficiaries of the indoor system under
the continued guidance of FSWCD staff.  

Hydroponic systems are being considered for replication throughout the Fairbanks North Star School Borough (FNSB) in the light 
of reduced fresh produce availability from the West Coast. FNSB staff have shown interest for installation in several locations and 
the Effie Kokrine project will serve as the model. 

USDA AFFECT Grant Brings Fresh Produce to Local School

Lettuce, Basil, Kale, Cilantro, Parsley, Swiss Chard, and more!



Did your garden do well this year?  Or
were there some things that were
struggling?  If you noticed yellow leaves,
stunted growth, or fewer vegetables you
may have a nutrient deficiency.

We can help you with this.  You can get
your garden or farm soil tested with
FSWCD.  We will send out your sample
to an agricultural lab for a full nutrient
analysis.    

You will receive macro and
micronutrient levels, pH, cation
exchange capacity, and organic matter
percentage.   We will take this
information and develop a fertilizer
recommendation unique to your
garden.

The cost is $40.00 per sample and it
takes around a month to receive the
results and report.  Fall is a great time to
drop your soil samples off!  

Soils and Agriculture Program

Do you know what cover crops are or
have you ever wanted to know more?
Cover crops are a secondary crop that
a farmer or gardener plants that
provides soil health benefits. Cover
crops can help reduce soil erosion,
supply nutrients, increase nutrient
availability and soil organic matter,
help create a diverse soil microbiome,
provide forage, and create further
economic opportunities. 

Despite our short growing season,
cover crops are frequently being used
in Alaska. Together with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
Alaska and the Alaska Association of
Conservation Districts, FSWCD
initiated a cover crop variety trial to
examine which cover crops do best in
Fairbanks.

During summer 2021 and 2022, we
planted twenty-three varieties of
cover crops at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks Experiment Farm. We
planted varieties in multiple
functional groups such as clover, oats,
barley, triticale, buckwheat,
sunflower, flax, mustard, radish,
turnip, collards, field peas, and rye.

Preliminary results show that
Sunflower (Black Oil), Buckwheat
(Mancan), and Barley (Sunshine)
were some of the greatest
producers of above-ground
biomass. Mustard (White Gold),
Radish (Nematode Control and
Nitro), Buckwheat (Mancan), and
Flax (Golden) produced
multitudes of flowers that were
laden with pollinators. For weed
suppression, Rye (Berberal),
Triticale (FX Winter), and Collards
had thick canopy cover and
emerged quickly.

We will be further analyzing the
results of this trial over the winter
so stay tuned for a
comprehensive report this spring.
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Soil Sampling Program

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO SEE PHOTOS OF THE VARIETIES AND TRIAL, 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Photo: A sunflower bloom on the edge of a 
buckwheat plot.
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Fairbanks Cover Crop Variety Trial
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What is the level
of risk to yourself,
your operation,
and the
environment that
is acceptable? 6
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Pest Education

What Is a Pest?

Learn
What
To 
Ask

An agricultural pest is any organism that causes you
trouble in your farm or garden.  A pest can be an

insect, plant, fungus, bird, or mammal.  

AGRICULTURAL PEST QUESTIONS

CONTACT US: FAIRBANKSSWCD@GMAIL.COM

What is
Your Pest?

If You Choose
Chemical Control,

Do You Know Your
Soil Type?

Your soil type is important 
 in understanding how long
water, nutrients, and
chemicals remain in your
soil. 

What Is
the Risk?

There are biological,
mechanical, chemical,

cultural, genetic, and
regulatory forms of

control.

.

Fairbanks Soil and Water
Conservation District Can Help! 

!in Interior Alaska

Properly
identifying your
pest will help to

manage it.

What Form of
Control Do You

Prefer?

Do You 
Want to 

Manage Your
Pest?

Be
SAFE!

We Can Help you Identify Common Agricultural Pests
and How to Manage Them 

Some pests can 
eventually cause
economic harm.

Did the Control
Work?

Evaluate your
control to

determine if it
worked. 

Soils and Agriculture Program
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Photo:  Peony pest perennial sow thistle (Sonchus arvensis) intertwines itself
with the peony stems, making it difficult to eradicate.

Photo:  A variety of  cinquefoil (Potentilla spp.) among peony leaves that
may have come in with the peony crowns.
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Have you been wondering what is eating your arugula?  Or what
that thick mat of green vegetation is that can never quite be
eradicated? What is that in the middle of your peony plant?
FSWCD can help you identify common pests in the garden and
on the farm as well as the damage that they cause. Some of the
most common garden pests in interior Alaska are chickweed,
lambsquarter, bindweed, bird vetch, botrytis, sugar mold,
aphids, cut worms, root maggots, springtails, flea beetles, voles,
and moose! Properly identifying your pest, is the first step in
developing a plan to manage it. 
 
Perhaps you really want to grow a radish or onion that doesn’t
have brown tunnels of fly larvae sucking out the best bits.
Maybe you really don’t want to share your carrots and potatoes
again with the voles this year! If you have been thinking about
pest control, see our side panel on the right questions to ask to
get you started. We hope to help you manage pests but also
create a healthy garden ecosystem that encourages beneficial
insects and promotes soil health.

Pests in the Garden Patch

SEND US PHOTOS OF YOUR GARDEN PESTS AND WE CAN HELP IDENTIFY THEM!



Habitat Restoration and Conservation Program

HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 
ELODEA: Please remember to clean, 
drain, and dry your watercraft, fishing 
gear, trailer, and other equipment in 
order to prevent the spread of elodea 
and other aquatic invasive species! All 
it takes is one 2-inch fragment of 
elodea to start a new infestation. 
Recreators should be aware that there 
are active elodea infestations in 
Harding Lake and Piledriver Slough, 
and in the 9 lakes located on Eielson 
Airforce Base. If you must visit these 
lakes, please take extra care to clean 
your gear to avoid inadvertently 
spreading elodea. 

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ELODEA
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The Interior Alaska Elodea crew has made great strides toward the eventual goal of
eradicating the invasive aquatic plant elodea in Fairbanks and surrounding areas.
The month of May was spent getting the field crew oriented and trained for the
season. Training sessions on topics like FSWCD operations, field etiquette, and even
a bear safety course were available for employees to participate in.  As soon as the
ice was out our crew was ready to conduct early detection surveys for elodea in
lakes and streams in the area, but they had a slow start due to high water levels in
the Tanana Valley. The time from June through August was a blur of tireless survey
efforts along with herbicide applications to eradicate elodea in 17 water bodies
located near the communities of Fairbanks, North Pole, Salcha, and Manley. 

REPORT ELODEA: If you think you 
have found elodea in a new location 
please report it immediately to 
FSWCD (907-479-1213 Ext.4). If you can 
take a photo of the suspected elodea 
plant that is helpful, but please do not 
remove the plant and transport it! 

Photo: Elodea surveys can be carried out via a
variety of means including canoe, motor boat, and
float plane. More often than not they are simply
conducted on foot throwing a rake from shore.
This method is systematic but has its drawbacks.
Thankfully we have patient technicians who aren't
afraid to wade through some shoreline vegetation.

Photo: FSWCD staff apply herbicide pellets in 
Manley Hot Springs Slough. The MHS elodea 
infestation not only posed a significant risk to 
the surrounding wetlands and aquatic 
ecosystems, but also impeded watercraft 
movement into and out of the slough. Three 
years of herbicide treatment have drastically 
reduced the infestation size. Complete 
eradication in this system is on the horizon.

We surveyed 46 water bodies located
near Fairbanks and Delta Junction for
elodea, and were relieved that no new
infestations of this harmful invasive plant
were found! We continued herbicide
treatments to eradicate elodea in Chena
Lake, Birch Lake, Harding Lake, Lost Lake,
Piledriver Slough, Manley Hot Springs
Slough, and Chena Slough.

 
We also started herbicide treatments to
eradicate elodea in 9 lakes located on
Eielson Airforce Base (Grayling Lake, Scout
Lake, Hidden Lake, Pike Lake, 28-Mile Pit,
Lady of the Lake, Moose Lake, Mullins Pit,
and Polaris Lake), and in Chena Cove on
Fort Wainwright. We are happy to
announce that as of 2022, Totchaket
Slough near Nenana, and Bathing Beauty
Pond on Eielson Farm Rd are both free of
elodea after 3-4 years of herbicide
treatment. 

Photo: FSWCD crew have been working hard to 
eradicate elodea in Harding Lake. 

Photo: FSWCD crew enjoys a late season survey of the 
Delta Clearwater Lake. The survey season starts at ice 
out and ends at freeze up. 
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Elodea Early Detection and Rapid Response Efforts During the 2022 Season



The terrestrial invasive plant crew
travelled far and wide to look for
infestations of highly invasive plants
such as bird vetch, white sweet clover,
reed canary grass, and chokecherry
(May Day tree). The overarching goal
of these activities is to identify
infestations of high priority invasive
plants and to prevent their spread
from urban centers to natural areas. 

Chokecherry trees are widely planted
in the Fairbanks area, but we wanted
to know if these highly invasive trees
were escaping from cultivated areas
into neighboring native forested
ecosystems. Chokecherry surveys
were conducted in Creamer’s Field
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge, Tanana
Lakes Recreation Area, Chena Hot
Springs Road, and the Dalton and
Elliot Highways. These locations were
prioritized due to their proximity to
wilderness areas. Chokecherry
infestations were found in Creamer’s
Refuge, as well as in Tanana Lakes
Recreation Area. An outreach event
was held at the Tanana Lakes pavilion
in August in order to raise awareness
about invasive chokecherry, and to
get the community to help pull
chokecherry seedlings and saplings in
the infestation along a popular trail.

 A fun afternoon was had by an
enthusiastic group of volunteers who
pulled at least two pick-up truck
loads of chokecherry saplings from
the woods. Their efforts were
rewarded with a barbeque and a prize
give-away to top off the afternoon.
The FSWCD crew followed up by
conducting herbicide treatments in
September on approximately 50
larger chokecherry trees that were
present in the area. Because
chokecherry resprouts from the roots,
systemic herbicide treatment is
needed to completely kill larger
individuals.

Surveys for the invasive Reed Canary
Grass were conducted along the
Dalton Highway pipeline access trail.
A patch of Reed Canary Grass had
been detected last year on the
pipeline access trail in the
Wickersham Dome area, but no other
infestations were detected along the
pipeline trail. The habitat crew also
travelled to the Yukon Flats
communities of Circle, Beaver, and
Venetie to conduct terrestrial invasive
plant surveys. 

Photo: FSWCD crew travelled parts of the pipeline trail by 
bicycle to look for the invasive Reed Canary Grass.   

Habitat Restoration and Conservation Program

WATCH FOR SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNIT IES  TO WORK WITH OUR HABITAT PROGRAM STARTING IN  JANUARY 2023 !
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Photo: FSWCD crew conducting herbicide treatments on 
invasive chokecherry trees along a forested trail at Tanana 
Lakes Recreation Area.
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Terrestrial Invasive Plant Surveys, Control, and Outreach

INVASIVE ALERT! Do not plant these trees

PLANT THESE INSTEAD!

Both trees were originally introduced as ornamental 
trees to Alaska. Today, they are known as aggressive 
forest invaders. They can rapidly extirpate native 
vegetation and create cascading disruptive effects to 
our wilderness.

Crab Apple
Serviceberry
Ussurian Pear



From Our Partners
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NRCS Fairbanks Welcomes New District 
Conservationist North Hub Leader - Brad 
Yothers 

Brad is originally from Pennsylvania 
where his family operates a crop and 
livestock rotation.  He went to college in 
Maryland for Science and Engineering 
and has worked for the NRCS the last ten 
years in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Utah, 
Nevada, and Alaska as a Technician, 
Conservation Planner, and District 
Conservationist.

Brad looks forward to working with 
partners and producers in the North Team 
Area.

For inquiries about NRCS Programs 
please email or call:

bradley.yothers@usda.gov
907-479-2657 ext. 110
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Alaska just reached a milestone towards improving the state’s food security.
The first land auction for the Nenana-Totchaket Agricultural Project, an
ambitious 140,000-acre long-term development first identified in the 1970s,
was completed on Oct. 19 with the unsealing of the bids. The successful
auction kicked off earlier this summer to significant local, state, and national
interest. This first sale offering of the Nenana-Totchaket Agricultural Project,
called Phase 1A, featured approximately 2,000 acres of land over 27 parcels
ranging in size from 20-320 acres each.  Results from the initial auction are
promising: 89% of the offered parcels received bids, with 15 total apparent
high bidders coming from both within Alaska and out of state. The
successful auction coincides with roadwork the Alaska Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities is developing to open up other part of
the Nenana-Totchaket area, including delivering Phase 3 Power.

Highlights from the auction:

24 of the 27 parcels received bids
18 parcels received multiple bids
26 % of the parcels received more than 10 bids
Market interest focused on the larger parcels

Full results from the auction can be found here:
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/landsales/live-auction/494. The remaining parcels
will be available through the State’s over-the-counter land sales program
beginning at 10 a.m. on Nov. 2, 2022.

October 19, 2022
Nenana, Alaska

Nenana Totchaket Agricultural Project Updates

Photo: Aerial image of Nenana Totchaket Agricultural Project

What is a State Farm Conservation Plan (SFCP)?

Prior to entering into a land sale contract, the successful Nenana-
Totchaket bidders must complete a SFCP to identify how the parcel will be
developed. This includes where the agricultural development (i.e., row
crops, pastureland, windbreaks, infrastructure, etc.) will be located, how the
development will occur, and any planned conservation measures. The
SFCP will be reviewed by Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District
(FSWCD) and approved by the Director of the Division of Agriculture. This
allows DNR and the FSWCD to vet the proposed development to ensure
that both the type and method of development are appropriate and
adequately protect the agricultural resource. 

EMAIL  OR DROP OFF YOUR SFCP'S  AT  590 UNIVERSITY  AVENUE,  SUITE  #2
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Call For Board Member Nominations and Notice of Elections

CONSERVATION DISTRICT OFFICIALS JOB DESCRIPTION
DESCRIPTION 
Conservation District officials serve on a multi-member board that establishes and implements programs to
conserve soil, water, prime and unique farmland, rangeland, woodland, wildlife, energy and other resources on
privately owned and leased land in The Fairbanks Conservation District area. 

DUTIES 
·Identify local conservation needs and develop, implement, and evaluate programs to address them. 
·Educate and inform landowners and operators, general public, and local, state, and federal legislators on
conservation issues and programs. 
·Supervise district volunteers and paid staff; coordinate with cooperating agency personnel.
•Budget district funds and report on activities to the public. 
·Direct the conservation district’s operations 
·Coordinate assistance and funding from district associations, private groups, federal, state, and local government. 

QUALIFICATIONS 
·Interest and background in developing natural resources responsibly 
·Communication Skills 

RELATIONSHIPS 
·Other district officials 
·State conservation agency 
·Conservation organizations and agencies 
·Other partners

BENEFITS 
·Satisfaction in seeing conservation practices applied 
·Interaction with others interested in natural resources 
·Input into local, state, and federal conservation programs 
·Training through the state conservation agency 

TIME REQUIRED
·Serve a two to three-year term beginning January 2023.
·Attend up to 10 regularly scheduled board meetings per year, occasional special committee meetings, and events as
needed.

Are you passionate about promoting sustainable resource development and the
wise use of natural resources?  Please consider serving on our board of supervisors!    

Read this board of supervisors description to learn more.

If this sounds like a position you are interested in, please fill out the nomination
form on the last page of this newsletter and submit to Fairbanks Soil and Water

Conservation District.  Contact us if you have any questions!
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Signed by the nominee certifying the nominee’s willingness to serve, if elected.
Signed by at least three (3) cooperators in the district who appear on the certified cooperators list.
Received by the Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, December 9, 2022.
Nominations may be emailed to asst.fswcd@gmail.com, or dropped off at 590 University Ave. Suite 2, Fairbanks AK 99709.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to cooperators that nominations by petition will be accepted to fill one eligible seat on the above named Soil and 
Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors. Seat E (Vacant) has a three-year term that expires on December 31, 2025.

Candidates wishing to fill any board seat must be a cooperator of the Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District. The nomination period runs 
until 4:00 p.m., Friday, December 9, 2022. Petitions for nomination must be:

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that an election to fill the vacant seats will be held in December 2022 unless nominations for one candidate are 
submitted. In the event this occurs, nominee(s) will be appointed to fill the seat(s) instead of conducting an election.

For more information, contact Joni Scharfenberg, District Manager, at jonisc@gmail.com or (907) 479-1213 ext. 103.

NOMINATION FORM

We, the undersigned cooperators of the Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District, hereby nominate 
______________________________________________ as a candidate for Supervisor in the December 2022 election. (Must have at least three 
(3) signatures other than the nominee.)  

   PRINTED NAME     SIGNATURE
 

1. ____________________________________  ______________________________________
 

2. ____________________________________  ______________________________________
 

3. ____________________________________  ______________________________________
 

4. ____________________________________  ______________________________________
 

5. ____________________________________  ______________________________________

CERTIFICATE OF NOMINEE

I hereby certify that I am a Cooperator as defined in AS 41.10, and that if elected, I will serve as Supervisor on the Fairbanks Soil and 
Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors.  

       ___________________________________
       Signature of Nominee.

Mail, E-mail or Deliver Nomination Form(s) to:
Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District 

Attn: Teri Benson
590 University Ave. Suite 2 

Fairbanks AK 99709   
E-Mail: asst.fswcd@gmail.com

Call for Nominations and Notice of Election
Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District

FAIRBANKSSWCD@GMAIL.COM  |   WWW.FAIRBANKSSOILWATER.ORG  |   907-479-1213
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Our Staff

AND MANY MORE PART-T IME AND SEASONAL STAFF!   
THANK YOU FOR READING OUR NEWSLETTER!
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Joni Scharfenberg - District Coordinator

Melissa Sikes - Natural Resource Education and Outreach

Aditi Shenoy - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Teri Benson - Financial Manager

Colin McKenzie - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Aleya Brinkman - Soils and Agriculture

Hazel Berrios - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Liz Kempton - Development Coordinator 

Scott Faulkner - Natural Resource Education and Outreach

  

jonisc@gmail.com

mel.fswcd@gmail.com

aditi.shenoy@gmail.com

scott.fswcd@gmail.com

vista.fswcd@gmail.com

aleya.fswcd@gmail.com

hazel.fswcd@gmail.com

wcmckenzie907@gmail.com 

asst.fswcd@gmail.com 

Aleya runs our soil sampling program and will tell you what you need to add to your garden or farm soil to
grow great plants.  She is also leading our cover crop variety trial research project and can answer questions
on incorporating cover crops into your rotation for soil health.  Aleya has been in Fairbanks for 15 years and is
a huge supporter and consumer of locally grown food.   

Colin has been working on our habitat crew since 2019 and has settled into the role of coordinating and
leading our surveys, herbicide applications, and invasive species related outreach. You’ll most likely spot him
on some sort of watercraft investigating the local aquatic vegetation.

Mel Sikes is the Natural Resource Education Specialist. She has a Bachelor of Science degree from Unity College which she received in
1990. Her duties at FSWCD include being the Project Director for the AFFECT USDA grant, the state program leader for the Alaska
Agriculture in the Classroom program, developing and overseeing the afterschool natural resource education program, instructing
educator workshops, managing education and agriculture grants, planning and managing outreach community events, running the local
food policy group (IAFN), sitting on the Alaska Food Policy Council governing board. She and her husband Derek have 3 grown daughters
who live in Fairbanks. She quilts, sings, and enjoys walks with her dog Zoe in her free time.
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Liz works with the Education and Outreach department as an Americorps VISTA. She assists with the 
AFFECT grant, summer community gardening, coordinating community classes, and other outreach tasks. 
Liz moved to Fairbanks from Florida in April and is looking forward to her first Alaskan winter!

Hazel leads the terrestrial invasive species surveys and manages various GIS mapping projects and data
analysis.

Joni was born in Fairbanks, owns an 80 acre farm in Two Rivers, and sold vegetables at the Tanana Valley
Farmers Market for over 25 years. She has worked for the FSWCD for 22 years and has been the District's
coordinator for over 15 years. 

Scott is our newest colleague.  Check out his bio on pg. 3!

Teri is in charge of accounting, grant reporting and general office management. She loves helping her fellow
co-workers get new grants and complete their grant projects.

Aditi runs our Habitat Restoration and Conservation Program. She leads the Interior Alaska Elodea Taskforce, and
has been working on eradicating the invasive aquatic plant elodea from interior Alaska. She also manages
terrestrial invasive plant survey and control projects in Fairbanks, and surrounding communities in interior
Alaska.

mailto:jonisc@gmail.com
mailto:mel.fswcd@gmail.com
mailto:aditi.shenoy@gmail.com

